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February 28, 2022 
 
The Honorable Miguel Cardona 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Education 
400 Maryland Avenue, SW 
Washington, D.C. 20202 
 
Secretary Cardona: 
 
I write regarding the Florida House of Representatives' recent budget proposal for fiscal year 2022-
23, which would withhold $200 million in funding from Local Education Agencies that have 
implemented mask-wearing requirements.i I ask that your Department review this proposal, which 
has been advanced by the Florida House and endorsed by Governor Ron DeSantis, and share how 
ED will continue to support LEAs that seek to implement reasonable safeguards that aid in 
preventing the spread of COVID-19.ii 
 
I am grateful for your Department’s support of Florida students and families, particularly through 
your August 2021 letter to Governor DeSantis and Florida Education Commissioner Richard 
Corocan emphasizing the importance of allowing local education officials to implement measures 
that promote the health and safety of students and school staff.iii I also welcome the Department’s 
administration of the Project SAFE grant, which provides funds to LEAs that adopt and implement 
strategies to prevent the spread of COVID-19 and who are financially penalized for doing so by 
their State. As you know, both the Alachua and Broward County school boards have received 
Project SAFE Grant awards.iv These counties, along with Miami-Dade, Brevard, Duval, 
Hillsborough, Indian River, Leon, Orange, Palm Beach, Sarasota, and Volusia are targeted by the 
Florida House’s punitive, so-called “Putting Parents First Adjustment.” 
 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention recommends that individuals located in a “high” 
“COVID-19 Community Level” area continue to “wear a well-fitting mask indoors in public, 
regardless of vaccination status or individual risk (including in K-12 schools and other community 
settings).”v As of February 25, six of the school districts that would be fined under the Florida 
House’s proposal are located within such a “high” risk area.vi Additionally, while designated as 
medium COVID-19 Community Levels, Miami-Dade, Brevard, and Volusia counties are 
experiencing a high degree of community transmission, per the CDC.vii 
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In a statement issued in response to the CDC’s updated guidance, you note that “moving forward, 
districts should continue to work with local health experts, parents, and educators to identify what 
works best for their communities.”viii It remains clear that local officials are best equipped to make 
science-based decisions regarding implementing strategies for protecting the health and safety of 
students, educators, and other school staff, and it is imperative that they be empowered to do so. 
Mask-wearing and other preventive measures remain crucial for maintaining and expanding upon 
the gains that Florida and our nation have made toward ending the COVID-19 public health 
emergency and allowing for safe in-person instruction. The Florida House’s unfounded and 
retaliatory budget proposal would only serve to put students and staff at increased risk and harm 
local officials’ ability to best serve their communities. 
 
In response to this letter, please share a comprehensive summary of the Department’s authority to 
provide assistance, including financially through Project SAFE grants or other means, to school 
districts that are penalized for implementing science-based strategies. Please also share how the 
Department plans to support Florida school districts in this regard, specifically in the event that the 
Florida House’s “Putting Parents First Adjustment” is adopted.  
 
Thank you for your continued support for Florida educators and families and your commitment to 
maintaining access to safe in-person instruction. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
_______________________ 
FREDERICA S. WILSON  
Member of Congress 
 
 
CC: Governor Ron DeSantis 
CC: Commissioner Richard Corcoran, Florida Department of Education 
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